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Stoeckel Hall: 112 Years Old and Looking Like New

ew Haven, CT —Richly
sculpted terra cotta on
the Venetian Gothic
style, Stoeckel Hall provides
the exterior ornament for this
architecturally significant 1897
campus building. Centrally
located within Yale’s academic
campus, the architectural terra

cotta balconies and projecting-

cornices coitribute to the his-
toric fabric of both Yale Uni-
versity and New Haven.. From
September 2007 until January
2009 Boston Valley Terra Cot-
ta manufactured replacement
units for the Stoeckel Hall terra
cotta assemblies, which are the
most visible aspect of the exte-
rior restoration.

Capasso Restoration, Inc.
salvaged nearly 640 terra cotta
units and meticulously cleaned

and catalogued them, while ap-
_proximately 560 ‘were pains-
takingly reproduced by Boston
Valley Terra Cotta to match his-
toric samples in color, sculpted
ornament, and finish. The ma-
jority of the replacement units
were hand pressed, which is
typical for richly sculpted terra
cotta. This process requires a
full scale model of the origi-
nal piece to be created. From
the model — a positive form — a

mold is made. The mold cre-
ates a negative of the replace-
ment unit needed. Clay, spe-
cifically formulated to handle
the freeze/thaw of the New
England climate, is pressed
by hand into the mold to form
the basic shape and ornament.

Once the pressed unit is re- -

leased from the mold, the final
sculpting and application of
texture is done by hand just as
it has been for centuries.

The teamwork of Char-
ney Architects, Capasso Res-
toration, and Boston Valley
Terra Cotta on the exterior
restoration is evident in the
finished project that is Stoeck-
el Hall. Architect Richard
Charney states, “Stoeckel Hall

Tesonates with history, of the

nineteenth-century streetscape
of this area of New Haven, of

the students who have lived

and worked there, and of
American architecture. It has
been both. challenging and
exhilarating to work on this
project, at once preserving a
historic structure — one that
boasts a unique 19th facade in
the city of New Haven — and
creating a new and fully up-
to-date facility.”
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